SPARKLERS AND NOVELTIES LEGAL FOR SALE & USE IN PENNSYLVANIA
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OTHER FIREWORKS ARE ILLEGAL IN PENNSYLVANIA

exeept as part of a Permitted Publie Fireworks Display.
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PENNSYLVANIA FIREWORKS REGULATIONS

Ground and hand-held sparkling devices, and novelties as defined in APA Standard
87-1 must comply with strict regulations of the US Consumer Product Safety
Commission that govern the cautionary labeling, fusing, construction and
performance of sparklers for compliance with their regulations.

e Cautionary Labeling — The caution or warning instructions are a helpful way
to determine whether the item will shoot projectiles, explode or emit showers
of sparks. By reading the label, it can be determined if the item is legal for
sale in PA. Labels beginning with the phrases “Caution — Emits Shower of
Sparks”, “Caution — Spins on Ground” or “Caution — Flammable” indicate
that they fall into the category of items able to be offered for sale and used by
PA residents. Labels beginning with the phrases “Warning — Shoots Flaming
Balls”, “Warning — Explosive” or “Warning — Shoots Flaming Balls
w/Report” are only legal for sale and use to PA residents who obtain a permit
for use from a municipality. No labeling instructions on the item means the
item cannot be offered for sale.

e Fuses — Where applicable, fuses for sparklers and novelties must be safety
fuses. The fuse must resist side ignition and burn from three to nine seconds
only. Typically, this fuse is green or yellow in color and exhibits a waxy or
shiny finish. No black powder residue should be present on the fuse. The fuse
is designed so that the only method of ignition is from its tip.

e Construction — Construction of ground and hand-held sparklers and
novelties may be of a wide variety of shapes and sizes. The overall size of an
item is not an indicating factor as to whether it meets the requirements of
APA Standard 87-1. It is the weight of the chemical composition that
determines this. It is not easy or practical to attempt to regulate the items in
the field by trying to judge their size.

¢ Performance — The items allowed for sale and use to PA residents are of a
low energy level compared to the aerial or explosive consumer fireworks.
Their performance is limited to the immediate proximity of the item.
Typically the item will complete its performance in a space no more than 10-
15 feet in diameter and height.

If you have any questions you can contact the Whitpain Fire Marshal at 610-277-2400 or
fdinfo @whitpaintownship.org.



