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Introduction 
Key Points   

 This ordinance should not be confused with the Off-premises 
Advertising (Billboard) Sign Ordinance. 

 Changeable, electronic message boards permitted only in the IN-
Industrial District, and in the VC-Village Commercial District. 

 No other electronics, LED or plasma sign permitted anywhere else. 
Existing signs are grandfathered. 

 Additional limitations include: 
 Hours of operation 
 Brightness 
 Change Rates 
 Portion of sign that can be electronic 
 Appearance  
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Permitted Only in IN-Industrial District & VC-Village Commercial District 
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 Maximum Sign Area Allowed for Monument/Pylon Sign in 
Institutional District is currently 30 Square Feet  

 Maximum Sign Area Allowed for Monument Sign containing 
Changeable Text is 60-75 Square Feet depending on road frontage 

Township Sign Specifications: 
 Total Sign Area & Enclosure = 123 SF 
 Total Sign Area = 70 SF 
 Total Changeable Text Area = 21 SF 

Requirements: 
 Changeable text area must not exceed 35% of Total Area of Sign  

 (35% of 70 SF=24.5 SF) 
 Sign Area and Enclosure of a Sign With Changeable Text must be between 

150% and 200% of Total Sign Area 
 (150% and 200% of 70 SF = 105 SF and 140 SF) 



Sign Area and Enclosure 
 Sign Area is highlighted 
 Sign Area equals 70 SF 
 Enclosure Area equals 53 SF 
 Changeable Text Area = 21SF 
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Changeable Text Electronic 
Message Board 
 Sign Area is outlined in red 
 Changeable Text Area is 

highlighted yellow – max 
35% allowed to change once 
per minute 

 Message board highlighted in 
yellow & green – max 70% 
with green portion allowed to 
change once per day 
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Standards: 
 Only permitted on monument style signs 
 Must be located on the lowest portion of the sign 
 No audio emission 
 Cannot change more than once a minute 
 Change must be instant – no movement, scrolling, flashing, 

revolving, or animated text, image or video 
 Not more then 5 lines of written copy with minimum letter 

size being 5 inches. 
 Message must pertain to use on the property or public service 

announcement approved by the Township 
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Size of sign may be increased based on road 
frontage 
 This provision only applies to signs containing Changeable 

Text Electronic Message Boards  
 Arterial Road - A through street originating outside the Township carrying 

large volumes of traffic (Skippack Pike, Morris Road, etc.) 

 Collector Road - A street collecting the traffic of local streets and delivering 
to arterial streets (Cathcart Road, Yost Road, etc.) 

 An additional square foot of sign area for every 10 linear feet of arterial or 
collector road frontage over 400 linear feet.   
 75 square feet maximum area for signs on arterial roads. 
 60 square feet maximum area for signs on collector roads.  
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 Changeable Text Electronic Message Boards permitted only in 
Institutional District & Village Commercial District 

 Electronic Message Boards permitted only on monument signs 

 Maximum Sign Area is 75 Square Feet 

 Maximum Sign Area determined by type of road and road frontage 

 Changeable Text Electronic Message Board limited to 35% of sign area 

 Size requirements for the enclosure of the sign (150-200%) 

 Changeable Text must only be text; no images permitted 

 Changeable Text cannot change more than once a minute and change 
must be instantaneous 

 Changeable image cannot change more than once per day 
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